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PLaiN and SEASONABLE 
ADDRESS, &6 


HERE is ſcarce any evil, natural 

or moral, but has had its admirers 
and advocates: even thoſe that ſeem moſt 
abhorrent to human nature, ſuch as poverty 
and diſgrace, diſeaſe and pain, have been 
laviſhly commended by ſome, and volunta= 
rily embraced by others. How many mag- 
nificent temples have been erected of old 
to the ſeveral Vices ? and how many Vota- 
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ries are there, even at this day, ready to 
offer up theit humble and ardent adoration 
to them? The moſt contemptible and ab- 
ject of all qualities, which is Folly, can 
boaſt of a celebrated Admirer, who has a- 
dorned her in all the graces of wit and elo- 
quence. There is but one evil under the 
fun, and that is Faction, in whoſe favour 
no champion has hitherto entered the liſts : 
and this is the more extraordinary, as ſuch 
a number of iagenious perſons have, in all 
ages of the world, been handed up.by her 
to the higheſt ſeat of honour and prefer- 
ment. That not one of theſe ſprightlicr 
Wits ſhould ſtep forth, and vindicate his Pa- 
troneſs from thoſe foul aſperſions, which 
the duller and grofler part of mankind have 
thrown upon her, is the ſtrongeſt proof 
that can be given, of the bafeneſs and in- 
gratitude of human nature. I do not de- 
ſpair, however, but that ſome time or 
other, ſhe will have ample juſtice done 
her, and that we ſhall ſee as ſpirited: and 
ingenious an encomium upon Faction, as 
the celebrated Eraſmus has given us upon 
Folly, What induces me more particularly 


to 
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to this opinion is, that one of the moſt ad- 
mired and popular Geniuſes of the preſent 
age, has frequently been extravagant in her 
praiſes : not indeed in a plain, blunt, poſi- 
tive manner, for that would be fulſome and 
aukward ; but by ſtrong and frequent in- 


uendoes, which, however delicate, were too 


intelligible to be miſtaken. As a proof of 


what I am now advancing, I beg leave to 


inſtance his late remarkable ſpeech in an il- 


luſtrious aſſembly ; which could be made for 
no other reaſon, but to throw every thing 


into confuſion, and, by that means, ſerve 
the intereſts of Faction in the moſt effectual 
manner, I would not here be miſunder- 
ſtood, as if I meant to affirm, that he was 
deſirous of ſerving any of thoſe factions, 
which at preſent unhappily diſtract this 


kingdom. No !---He ſeems to have ſhaken 


hands fairly with them all, and they with 
him. Undaunted, and alone, he ſtands 
upon his own bottom ; and, like another 


Atlas, ſupports upon his ſhoulders the 
whole American world. It is a glorious: 
ſight, to ſee a man of his age and infirmi- 


ties, ſtrip off all little prejudices, and par- 
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tial affections for this or that country, and 


put himſelf at the head of a ſet of brave 


and reſolute fellows, who, rouſed by the 


noble ſpirit of Liberty, are determined to 
burſt aſunder thoſe artificial ſhackles, which 


human wiſdom has invented, to cramp the 


free and generous mind, and aflert the 
rights and privileges of nature. How un- 
charitable is it to impute this behaviour of 


his to a love of popularity, and a deſire of 


ingrafting himſelf in the affections of a 
mob ? This, it muſt be confeſſed, has hi- 
therto been his darling paſſion ; it has been 
the polar ſlar, by which he has regularly 
ſteer'd his courſe through the voyage of 
life. To ſecure this ineſtimable jewel, more 
precious to him than the fabulous bags of 
wind to the provident Ulyſſes, how has 


he watch'd and toiled, ranted and roared, 


bullied and bluſtered! He has made his 
very diſeaſes themſelves ſubſervient to this 
great end; and has either put them on, or 
thrown them off, as he found moſt conve- 
nient and neceſſary. Who can forget the 
groteſque figure that he made, when he 
was brought, packed up in flannel, to ſup- 

port 


ST 
port the tottering liberties of his country? 
There never ſure was a happier dreſs in- 
vented, for rouſing the paſſions, and mov- 
ing the pity of his audience, than this 
woollen wrapper ; which was far more 
graceful, expreſſive, and eloquent, than the 
flowing robe of Tully, or the bleeding man- 
| tle of Cæſar. But though popularity has hi= 
therto been the ſole dear idol of his foul, I 
cannot help thinking that, on à late occaſion, 
his views were more extenſive and: noble. 
Wild and enthuſiaſtic as his paſſion for ap- 
plauſe may be, it could never hurry him on 
to ſuch amazing lengths, as thoſe, to which 
he was lately tranſported. No!---To ſet at 
nought the laws of his country; to ridicule 
the whole body of ſtatutes, as muſty and 
obſolete; to fight one faction againſt an- 
other, and confound them both; to degrade 
the dignity of p-, and rob the 
crown of its deareſt jewel; to throw the 
whole kingdom into the utmoſt confuſion 
and perplexity.---This, methinks, was the 
work of a maſter, and worthy of Cromwelt 
himſelf. The Mighty Patriot has not yet 
diſcovered enough of his plan, for us to de- 
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termine exactly what he intends by ſuch 
unaccountable behaviour; whether to re- 
duce this diſtracted country to the laſt ex- 
tremity of diſtreſs, and then ſtep in as per- 
petual dictator; or to tranſport himſelf to 
America, and head the deluded coloniſts, 
whom he has encouraged to rebellion, If 
this latter is the caſe, I heartily wiſh him a 
ſafe voyage; for if Britain gives up} her 
power of taxing the Colonies, what does it 
ſignify to whom they belong? ſo far from 
being an advantage to the Mother Country, 
they will become her greateſt burden; as 
they will reſemble, in the body politic, 
what wens and impoſthumes are, in the 
body natural, which draw to them a diſpro- 
portionate ſhare of the blood and juices, 
without affording in return the leaſt ſupport 
or nouriſhment. Conſidered in this light, 
they are no other than excreſcences ; that 
while they belong to us, muſt inevitably 
weaken and impoveriſh us; and had better 
be cut off entirely, than retain ſo unnatural 
an union, 5 


The 
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The encreaſe of territory to Great Britain 
n America, fince the peace, has made it 
neceſſary for ſeven thouſand more forces to 
be kept up there, than were before the warz 
the expence of maintaining which, amounts 
to near three hundred thouſand pounds a year. 
Add to this, the enormous ſum of above 
fifty millions, expended in protecting her 
from the common enemy ; who would have 
put the bit of ſlavery in her mouth, and 
have loaded her with burthens, too heavy 
to be borne. Beſides this, ſhe has expe- 


rienced every kindneſs and indulgence in 
her manufactories and commerce, which it 


was poſſible for the moſt tender parent to 
afford. Need I mention the bounties that 
have been granted on Hemp, Flax, Tim- 
ber, Indico, ane ſeveral other Commodi- 
ties? And what return has been required 
for all theſe weighty obligations ? A ſam not 
exceeding fixty thouſand pounds a year, 
levied upon the moſt able and opulent, in 
the gentleſt manner, and at the propereſt 
ſeaſons. There might be ſome cauſe to 
complain (though it would even Zhen be 
ungratefu]) if the tax was either in itſelf, 

or 


— — ———— 


— E 2 
* 
— 


— LI —— 
—ͤ ü— ! — —— 


. 
— — — # — * * — _ _ — — 
— — ü OO Err rr rr Sree 
— 


| 


| 
| 


therefore it cannot be the tax itſelf that they 


(8 1 
br in the mode of collecting it, burthen- 
ſome and oppreſſive; if it impeded trade, 
if it fell upon the common neceſſaries of 
life, or was impoſed on the poor and labour- 
ing part of the people. But the very reverſs 
of this is manifeſt in every particular ; atd 


object to, but to the power of taxation, 
which the Mother Country aſſumes over 
the Colonies. They look upon This as à 
proper opportunity to aſſert their independ« 
ance and freedom : they know that Britain 
is exhauſted both in men and money : that 
every nerve and fibre was ſtrained, to carry 
on the late war; and that they cannot be 
ſtretched any further, without the utmoſt 
danger of breaking. Ungrateful America, to 
forget that it was upon HER account, that 
Britain has driven herſelf to this extremity 
of diſtreſs, to protect her in the enjoyment of 
her rights and privileges! The late war did 
not only begin in America, but it was the 
ſole object which Britain had in view, du- 
ring ſeven years expence of blood and trea- 


ſure. How ungenerous and baſe is it, there- 


fore, when her liberttes are ſecured, and 
peace 
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peace reſtored, to endeavour to throw off 
all obedience and ſubjection! It is not the 
Stamp AF which has occaſioned theſe riots 
and tumults in the colonies ; no---this is 
only a pretence or ſubterfuge. Bolt the 
matter to the bran, and you will find that 
the real grievance, the true and ultimate 
object of complaint, is, the Act Navi- 
gation; and it is to rid themſelves of this 
burden, that they are now in a ſtate of re- 
volt and rebellion. If they ſucceed in their 
attempt to zerrify and force the legiſlature 
of Great-Britain to repeal the Stanp AF; 
the very next ſtep they will take, and they 
are paving the way to it, will be to reject 
the Adt of Navigation, which bounds and 
circumſcribes their commerce. This is the 
true point of light, in which the ſeditious 
behaviour of the Americans ought to be 
conſidered ; and confidered in this light, it 
would be a mark of extreme infatuation or 
madneſs, to yield that to their fury, which 
their ſober reaſon could neither expect, nor 
demand. Away with thoſe idle, half-witted 
politicians, who make no more difficulty 
of repealing the Stamp-Ad, than of re- 
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13 
pealing the Jeu Bill; and think that the 
nation would be no more affected by the 
one, than it was by the other! The queſtion 
is not whether the kingdom would be ru- 
ined by repealing an Act of Parliament; but 
whether it is conſiſtent with the dignity of 
the Britiſh legiſlature, or the peace, credit, 
and welfare of this country, to repeal an Act, 
the authority of which has been queſtioned, 
and the execution of it oppoſed with open 
force and violence. If the Americans gain 
their point by ſuch tumultuous conduct, can 
it be imagined that they will ever ſubmit 
hereafter to any other duties, or impoſi— 
tions, which the exigency of future times 
may think expedient and neceſſary? The 
right of taxation is included in the very idea 
of ſovereignty ; and it is impoſſible that they 
can reſiſt it, with the leaſt colour of reaſon, 
without declaring, in the meſt plain and 
direct manner, that they are determined to 
caſt off all dependance and ſubjection. 


Indeed, if the Mother Country has no 
right to tax the Colonies, her power over 
them is merely ideal; and every acquiſition 

of 


Ll 


of territory is, in this caſe, no better than 
the empty poſſeſſion af a ſhadow or a 


phantom. Nay, one may, go further, and 
aſſert, that ſo far from being any advantage, 
it is a real and a ſolid grievance: and all, 
that Britain has been doing, by a long. 


bloody, and expenſive war, was only to 
vindicate her right to dominions, under the 


burden of which ſhe will groan and totter, 
as: Tarpeia did under the weight of thoſe: 
very ſpoils and trophies, which ſhe herſelf 
had deſired. But the Right of Taxation | 
cannot be ſeriouſly denied, even by the Ames, 
ricans themſelues, though it may be reliſted, 
I am aware that there are Reſo/uttons of the 
ſeveral aſſemblies, which call in queſtion . 
the authority of the Mother Country, in 


this particular. But the ſecret and ſurrep- 
titious manner in which theſe reſolutions 
have been procured, for inſtance, at the end 


of a ſaſſion, when the greateſt part of the 
members were retired into the country, and 


thoſe who remained, were the moſt raw 
and inexperienced ; plainly proves that they 


do not contain the general ſenſe of the 


Countries, from which they were ſent: 
C 2 There 
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There 1s one, 1n particular, that was carried 


by a majority of no more than one fingle 


voice, and that, too, when there were on- 
ly thirty-nine members in the Aſſembly, 
which was ſcarce a third part of the com- 
plete number. 


But the clear and almaſt unanimous reſolu- 
tion of both houſes of parliament, about 
the right of taxation, makes it unneceſſary 
to reſt any longer upon this point: I ſhall 
come therefore to my original purpoſe, 
which was not ſo much to argue the merits 
of the caſe, as to addreſs myſelf to the Land- 
holders of Great Britain, who are more par- 


_ ticularly concerned in the determination of 


this important affair. Conſider, gentle- 
men, the preſent ſituation of this oppreſt 


and miſerable country. We are loaded 


with a debt of above one hundred and fifty 
millions; 7h:rty-two millions of which were 
expended in the immediate and direct de- 
fence of America ; and forty millions more 
in proſecuting the MIGHTY PATRIOT's pa- 
radoxical ſcheme of conquering America, in 
Germany. To pay the intereſt of this enor- 
mous 
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mous debt, and provide for the exigencies 


of government, every commodity, whether 
of your own, or of foreign growth, every 


article, and neceſſary in life, is taxed to the 


very utmoſt farthing. The poor, and labour- 
ing part of the kingdom are ſcarce able, to 
ſupply the wants, and cravings of nature ; 
they are ſcarce able, by the moſt painful in- 
duſtry, to procure even bread and water for 
their wretched families, Indeed, gentlemen, 
they are heavy laden, and I do not wonder 
that they groan under the intolerable bur- 
then. Suffer me to call upon you to feel 
for Them, for Yourſelves, and for your Coun- 
try !---Is it equitable, or even juſt, that this 
kingdom ſhould pay the intereſt of money, 
which was expended in the defence of Ame- 
rica? Will you ſubmit to tax your own /ands, 
to defray a debt, which has not been con- 
tracted upon your own accounts? Nay, I will 
go further, and aſk you whether you cax tax 
the land higher than at preſent? Will it bear 
an additional burden? Does not the price 
of every article in life, riſe or fall, in pro- 
portion to the price of grain? And can 

you: tax the land higher wichout encreaſing 
| | that ? 
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that? One may venture to prophecy that 
this country muſt - inevitably be ruined, if 


an additional tax, of but one ſhilling more in 


the pound, be laid upon the land ; and yet 
it nut be laid upon the land, if ye give way 
to the froward Americans. There is no 
other alternative, you muſt either compel 


the Americans to bear their ſhare of- the 


burthen of government, or the whole weight - 
muſt fall upon yourſelves. But what rea- 
ſon can be aſſigned why they ſhould be ex- 
empted ? Do they not claim, and are 
they not entitled to, all the privileges of 
Britiſh ſubjects? Are they not part of w 4 
fame common conſtitution? Do they not 
enjoy the benefit of our laws, and have they 
not experienced our favour and protection? 
And what? Are we to groan under the- 
weight of ſeventy millions of debt, con- 
tracted chiefly on their account, and they re- 
fuſe to lend a little finger to eaſe us? The 
plain queſtion ſeems to be neither more, nor 
leſs than this; whether you will enforce the- 


Stamp-Act (which the Coloniſts themſelves 


ſcarcely deny to be an eaſy, and equitable. 
impoſition) or by repealing it, give up the. 
7 power 


1 

power of taxation. I do not mention the 
rigb vf taxation, for of what conſequence 

is that to this kingdom, unleſs it be exert- 

ed? You may talk, harangue, and ſwag- 

ger about it, as much as you pleaſe; but if 

you cannot, or dare not, enforce it, I will 

be bold to ſay, that it is ideal and viſionary, 

and that you give up the /ub/tance, whillt 

you zraſp at a mere ſhadow. 


I have not patience with thoſe gentle- 
men, who, through their ignorance of 
human nature, or an untimely timidity of 
diſpoſition, talk of aſcertaming the right of 
taxation, and yet are for repealing the 
Stamp-Act. Such a ſcheme as this is im- 
poſſible, in the very nature of things; and 
to attempt it will be giving up both the 
right and the power, in as clear a manner, 
as facts are more expreſs, and indiſputable, 
than words, Is it credible that the Colo- 
niſts will ſubmit to any future inpoſition, 
when they have found, by joyful experi- 
ence, that they have nothing to do, but to 
riſe up in arms, and oppoſe violence to 
legal authority? No !---they will infalli- 
| bly 
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bly ſhake off all ſubjection and dependance: 
they are now ſecured by our arms from fo- 
reign, as well as neighbouring enemies; 
and are rich enough to live without our aſ- 
fiſtance, and believe me, gentlemen, they 
will ſhew it to our ſorrow : if in the pre- 
ſent inſtance, we palliate or temporize, the 
conſequence will be, that in a very few 
years, perhaps in a few months, they will 
ſet aſide She act of navigation, they will pur- 
chaſe what goods they pleaſe, in what mar- 
Kets they think proper, and trade with Eng- 
land, on no other terms, than thoſe of their 
own impoſing. Indeed, it implies an ab- 
ſurdity to ſuppoſe only the contrary---for 
who can imagine that a ſet of men will 
ſubmit to pay five and twenty, or thirty 
per cent. more for goods, than they could 
purchaſe them for elſewhere, when they 
have nothing to do, but to deny and reſiſt 

your authority? What will it ſignify that by 
a formal reſolution of the houſe of C-----, 
or by an act of parliament, you aſcertain 
the right of taxation? Your power is merely 
ſpeculative, and your dominion over them 
exiſts only in theory: for as to the actual 
and practical part of it, you give it up, 
whenever 


1 
whenever you repeal the act; a compliance 


with which ought to be made the teſt of 
their obedience, as it is of your ſovereignty. 


Dangerous and inconſiſtent as the doc- 
trine of a celebrated commoner has been, 
upon this occaſion (and ſurely it is ſub- 
verſive of all order and government, at 
the ſame timie that it is repugnant to the 
very principles of reaſon, juſtice, and 
the law of nations) I cannot help think- 
ing it leſs abſurd and pernicious, upon 
the whole, than this ſhuffling, prevari- 
cating and temporizing ſcheme of the pre- 
ſent miniſtry. To adopt Mr. PiTT's idea, 
might be imputed, by the Coloniſts, to a 
tenderneſs for the rights and privileges of 
the people, which inclines the Britiſh le- 
giſlature, in a point that carries with it the 
leaſt ſhadow of ambiguity, rather to cede 
from their own power, than to treſpaſs, in 
the ſlighteſt degree, upon the Liberties of 
the ſubje&. Such indulgence as this might 
poſſibly (but how dangerous to put it to 
the tryal?) work upon their gratitude, and 
make them, for the future, as cautious of 

= oftending, 
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indiſpenſably requiſite, There is no r29/0n- 
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offending, as they ſee Britain is of tyrat- 


nizing and lording it over them. But how 


differently will they reaſon, if the Right 


of Taxation is aſcertained, and the Stamp- 


Act repealed ? Is not this ſhewing that you 
Have the Right, and yet are afraid to exert 


it ? Is it not paſſing Sentence upon the Ame- 
ricans for their revolt and ſedition, without 
daring to put it into execution? Have you 
any claim, in this caſe, upon their Grati- 
tude ? Certainly not : for they will think 
theraſelves as effentially aggrieved by the 
Right of Taxation being aſſerted, as if they 
had been actually taxed ; and will impute 
it not to your Lenity, but to your Fear, 
that they are not. | 


Enough, gentlemen, has been faid, to 


| prove the neceſſity of enforcing the Statnp= 


Act, unleſs you will ſubmit to tax yourſelves 
for what has been expended upon America. 
It is plain, from the violent and licentious 
papers, that every day crawl from rhe preſs 


in their favour, that matters are carried to 


ſuch 'a height, as to make force and power 


ms 
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ing with a ſpirit of ſedition heated inter 
delirium.-Vou muſt either ſupport your 
tight over the Colonies by vigorous mea- 
ſures, or ſubmit to loſe it, by acting with 
tameneſs and timidity. This is the very 


criſis, that muſt determine the fate of Ame- 
rica; whether ſhe is to be ſubject to Great 


Britain, or free and independent. There 
is no doubt, that we have it in our 
power to reduce her to temper and rea- 
ſon, though ſhe may, for a time, conti- 
nue wayward and refractory. She cannot 
do without ſome of our commodities, when 
her preſent ſtock is exhauſted: and though 
our trade may ſuffer for a ſeaſon, by theſe 
unhappy diſturbances, yet it will infallibly 
recover, and flouriſh perhaps afterwards 
with greater vigour. It is a fallacious ar- 
gument, which ſome perſons have advanc- 
ed, that the preſent decreaſe of our Ameri= 
can trade, is entirely owing to their reſent- 
ment and indignation, on account of the 
Stamp Act. That this may have had ſome 
influence towards diminiſhing it, I will not 
deny; but that it is the ſole cauſe, is un- 
true, as any one may perceive, by conſult» 


ing 
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ing the Cuſtom-Houſe books, which prove 
that the decreaſe of our trade began, before 
the Stamp-Act was ever thought of. In- 
deed, there are many concurring reaſons to 
be produced, which contribute to this diſ- 
agreeable circumſtance. There are at pre- 
ſent in America fifty thoufand perſons fewer» 
and a million and an half of money leſs, 
than during the late war : her markets too 
are overſtocked with our commodities ; be- 
fides which, a ſhameful and illicit trade is 
carried on thither, from different parts of 
Europe. It is to extend this illicit trade, 
and to throw off the Act of Navigation, 
that the Colonies are now in a ſtate of up- 
roar and ſedition. Here they are galled--- 
here it is that the ſhoe pinches : let this 
little circumſtance be removed, this n- 
ficant Act f Parliament be repealed, and I 
will engage for the Americans, that they 
ſhall pay the Stamp-Duty with the utmoſt 
cheariulneſs. Though they are now fro- 
ward and techy, give them hopes of this, 
and they will be all duty and obedience. 
Like Regan and Goneril, they will coax 
their good old Parent, till we have given 


the 


= 
the ſtaff out of our own hands, and then 


they will, very probably, lay it about our 
. In ſhort, while Britain aſſerts 


her privileges, and maintains her authority, 
ſhe has nothing to fear from the licentious 
behaviour of the Coloniſts ; but ſhe will 
have reaſon to dread the day, when, en- 
courag'd by her indulgence, they lay aſide 
their ſubjection. Whenever that unhappy 
period arrives, how applicable to her will 
be the following words, which the Fool 
uſes to poor old Lear, Thou waſt a pretty 
fellow, when thou hadſt no need to care 


« for her frowning : now thou art an Q 
5e without a figure. 
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